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Shooter 
escaped 
facility 
in 2012 


Kelley was sent to 
mental-care center after 
sneaking guns onto base 


BY ELI ROSENBERG, 
MARK BERMAN 
AND WESLEY LOWERY 


NEW BRAUNFELS, TEX. — The 
gunman who killed more than 
two dozen people in a small 
church outside San Antonio on 
Sunday had a string of troubling 
episodes in recent years, includ- 
ing an escape from a mental- 
health facility in 2012 after he was 
caught sneaking guns onto an Air 
Force base, “attempting to carry 
out death threats” against mili- 
tary superiors, according to a po- 
lice report. 

Devin P. Kelley’s life was rid- 
dled with warning signs, mount- 
ing during and after his time in 
the Air Force, including a convic- 
tion for beating his then-wife 
and stepson, charges of animal 
cruelty, mental-health concerns, 
domestic-assault investigations, 
threats against his family mem- 
bers and a motorcycle crash that 
left him with lingering physical 
pain. 

Interviews and police and mili- 
tary documents depict Kelley, 26, 
as a distressed — and at times 
violent — man in the years before 

SHOOTING CONTINUED ON A10 


The victims: Texas families were 
torn apart. Read their stories. A10 


Senate GOP 
could break 
from House 
on tax plan 


BY DAMIAN PALETTA, 
MIKE DEBONIS 
AND ED O°’ KEEFE 


Senate Republicans on Tuesday 
were considering a starkly differ- 
ent approach to overhauling the 
tax code than their House col- 
leagues, weighing a delay in the 
implementation of a major corpo- 
rate tax cut and other measures to 
alter the cost and impact of the 
plan. 

Senate leaders were exploring 
postponing the centerpiece of the 
effort — an $845 billion corporate 
tax cut — until 2019, according to 
four people familiar with a draft of 
the legislation. The move would 
make it easier to comply with 
Senate rules that aim to limit any 
legislation’s impact on the debt. 

At the same time, Republican 
senators were planning to elimi- 
nate the state and local tax deduc- 
tion, going further than the 
House, which retained part of the 
popular tax break, said the people 
familiar with the matter, speaking 
on the condition of anonymity 

TAXES CONTINUED ON A20 


Who wins? Small-business groups 
say help is minimal for them. A17 


Trump’s ‘five-fecta’: How he would 
benefit from the House tax bill. A20 


ELECTION 2017 


Victory for Northam in Va. 


Democrats sweep statewide elections, seen as a barometer on Trump 


— 
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Virginia Gov.-elect Ralph Northam takes the stage Tuesday night at his victory rally at George Mason University in Fairfax, Va. 


Democrats jolt Trump’s 
party with firm message 


BY MARC FISHER 


Ralph Northam’s decisive vic- 
tory in the Virginia governor’s 
race delivers Democrats a much- 
needed win, a jolt of momentum 
heading into next year’s congres- 
sional elections and a taste of the 
potential energy that could be 
generated from President 
Trump’s historic unpopularity. 

Northam’s triumph — along 
with upset victories by Democrats 
over Republican incumbents in 
the state legislature — marks vot- 
ers’ first major repudiation of the 
Trump administration. 

The message from Democratic 
voters, who came out in droves for 
an off-year election, was loud and 
clearly aimed at the president. 
Even though Northam and his Re- 
publican opponent, Ed Gillespie, 
sought to distance themselves 
from Trump during the fall cam- 
paign, voters used the opportunity 
to make a statement. 

They not only elected a Demo- 
cratic governor by the largest mar- 
gin in a generation but also defeat- 
ed aslew of Republican state legis- 
lators. A transgender political 


Virginia governor 
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Northham Gillespie 


Virginia Delegates 
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Republicans Democrats 


neophyte, Danica Roem, knocked 
off one of Virginia’s most promi- 
nent social conservatives, Robert 
G. Marshall, who had insisted on 
referring to her with male pro- 
nouns throughout the campaign. 
A daughter of a Salvadoran immi- 
grant defeated a 30-year Air Force 
veteran incumbent who won pre- 
vious elections by positioning 
himself as a moderate Republican 
who cherished civility. 

“We are seeing something ex- 
traordinary — something even the 
Northam campaign never antici- 
pated — a phenomenal repudia- 
tion of Trump and Trumpism,” 

ANALYSIS CONTINUED ON A9 


RICKY CARIOTI/THE WASHINGTON POST 
Republican candidate for governor Ed Gillespie lost Tuesday in Virginia. 


“Trumpism without 
Trump’ gains doubters 


BY MICHAEL SCHERER 
AND DAVID WEIGEL 


The Republican Party thought 
it had a plan to win the governor’s 
mansion in Virginia: Run a main- 
stream candidate who could 
nonetheless employ the racially 
charged culture-war rhetoric of 
President Trump to turn out a 
white working-class base. 

A onetime establishment stal- 


wart, Ed Gillespie, declined to 
campaign with Trump — but he 
executed the plan as well as he 
could. He defended Confederate 
memorials, vilified Central Amer- 
ican gangs in ads that looked like 
horror movies and even de- 
nounced the kneeling protests of 
professional football players. 
Then the voters voted, and 
Republicans went down in defeat 
FALLOUT CONTINUED ON A8 


BY GREGORY S. SCHNEIDER, 
LAURA VOZZELLA 
AND FENIT NIRAPPIL 


Virginians elected Democrat 
Ralph Shearer Northam to be 
their 73rd governor Tuesday, 
choosing him 54 to 45 percent 
over Republican Ed Gillespie in a 
sweep of statewide offices and a 
tide of Democratic victories in 
the House of Delegates that 
amounted to a rebuke of the 
figure who loomed over the race: 
President Trump. 

Democrats broke into tears as 
results came into the Northam 
campaign party in Fairfax City, 
the outcome beyond what most 
had dared hope. For all the fury 
unleashed on the Virginia races 
by Trump and his followers, who 
lit up social media and tried to 
define the contests in terms of 
Confederate statues and Hispan- 
ic street gangs, Northam had 
seemed an unlikely standard- 
bearer to fight back. 

Even some fellow Democrats 
had criticized the 58-year-old 
pediatrician and Army veteran 
for his low-key campaign style. 
But in the end it was a historic 
night for the party across many 
fronts. Voters energized by last 
fall’s demoralizing loss by Hillary 
Clinton came out in large num- 
bers to elect Democrat Justin 
Fairfax as lieutenant governor 
over Republican state Sen. Jill 
Holtzman Vogel (Fauquier), 
making Fairfax the first African 
American elected to a statewide 
office in Virginia since L. Doug- 
las Wilder won as governor in 
1989. 

Democratic Attorney General 
Mark R. Herring was reelected 
over Republican challenger John 
Adams. 

And Democrats were poised to 
pick up at least 14 seats in the 
House of Delegates after fielding 
a historic number of challengers, 
many of them women. Among 
them is Danica Roem, who de- 
feated longtime Republican in- 
cumbent Robert G. Marshall in 
Prince William County to be- 
come the first openly transgen- 
der person to serve in the Vir- 
ginia legislature. 

Four more House seats were in 
play as of late Tuesday, with one 
of those headed for a recount. 
The Democrats needed to pick 

VIRGINIA CONTINUED ON A6 


Roem wins 
She unseats 
Marshall to be 
the first openly 
- transgender 
See state lawmaker 
in the U.S. A8 
Va. House surprise: Democrats 
win at least 14 seats. A7 


No surprise in N.J.: Democrat Phil 
Murphy wins governor’s chair. A9 
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Attorney A. Scott Bolden said 
racist messages flooded his 
voice mail and email after he 
appeared on Fox News to 
defend NFL players’ protest. 


Black wealth a target in anthem debate 


Criticism of kneeling athletes reflects resentment over their success, experts say 


BY VANESSA WILLIAMS 


When A. Scott Bolden ap- 
peared on Fox News to defend 
National Football League players 
who protest racism by kneeling 
during the national anthem, he 
instead found himself under at- 
tack. 

“Yowre wearing thousand-dol- 
lar cuff links; don’t give me the 
victim card!” host Tucker Carlson 


told Bolden, who is black and a 
partner in an international law 
firm. “Those cufflinks cost more 
than my first car!” 

After the September appear- 
ance, Bolden said racist messages 
flooded his voice mail and email. 

“You n-word, S.O.B.; ” Bolden 
recounted from one voice mail, 
censoring the caller’s language. 
“You're making millions as a 
lawyer while Im making $10 an 


hour, and you have the audacity 
to complain about racism in this 
country. ” 

President Trump has said his 
fight with NFL players is about 
respecting the flag and honoring 
veterans — not race. But the 
president and some conservative 
commentators have made wealth 
a part of the debate, inflaming 
racial resentment among Trump’s 
white working-class supporters 


who express no tolerance for 
black athletes raising concerns 
about institutional racism while 
making millions of dollars a year. 
Players should be “respectful of 
the national anthem and flag on 
behalf of the many Americans 
who have died defending your 
right to become a millionaire,” 
said Newt Gingrich, a former 
House speaker and Trump sup- 
WEALTH CONTINUED ON A4 


IN THE NEWS 


KHALED ABDULLAH/REUTERS 
Saudi port shutdown imperils Yemenis A 
cholera crisis could worsen unless the Red 
Cross can get chlorine tablets in. A15 


THE NATION 

A study of the long- 
term health effects of 
the mosquito-borne 
West Nile virus has 
found physical evidence 
of brain damage in 
patients long after their 
original infection. A3 
Health-care sign-ups 
have surged in the first 
days of the Affordable 
Care Act’s open enroll- 
ment compared with 
past years, according to 
federal and state offi- 
cials. A3 


THE WORLD 

“Do not underesti- 
mate us,” said Presi- 
dent Trump in remarks 
aimed at North Korea 
while addressing South 
Korean lawmakers. A12 
Trump administra- 
tion officials appeared 
to temper the presi- 
dent’s support of Saudi 
Arabia’s recent purge 
of high-ranking offi- 
cials. A15 


THE ECONOMY 
A package of federal 
programs that could 


have helped feed thou- 
sands has not been 
deployed in Puerto 
Rico. A17 

While President 
Trump often touts the 
strong U.S. economy, 
millions of part-timers 
struggle to find full- 
time work and to make 
ends meet. A18 
Starbucks plans to 
open Italian restaurants 
in the United States by 
partnering with Princi, 
a European bakery 
chain. A21 


THE REGION 
The D.C. Council will 


not extend a multimil- 
lion-dollar contract for 
the company running 
the city’s only public 
hospital, in Southeast 
Washington. B1 

The Montgomery 
County Council voted 
unanimously to require 
a $15 minimum wage 
starting in 2021, the 
first jurisdiction in the 
state to do so. B1 

A plan to place a stat- 
ue of former D.C. may- 
or Marion Barry, who 
died in November 2014, 
outside city hall has 
been given preliminary 
approval. B2 
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Not on the menu 
Is intolerance to an 
increasing number of 
foods changing the way 
Americans eat? E1 


STYLE 

Change at helm of 
National Gallery 
After 25-plus years as 
director, Rusty Powell will 
retire in 2019. C1 
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